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“We think it’s very important to take another look at DCFS,” Harris-Dawson said. “I join 
everybody in saying there needs to be a wider net rather than a narrow one.” 
 
Supervisors Don Knabe and Zev Yaroslavsky voted against the motion, maintaining that 
a new commission is unnecessary for reforming the Department of Children and Family 
Services. After the motion passed, the board also approved a motion by Supervisor 
Knabe that called for the new commission to examine the work of other panels charged 
with child protection. 
 
Chairman Ridley-Thomas emphasized that the county is committed to child safety and 
so, much work needs to be done.  
 
“Unfortunately we have fallen short. The status quo needs to be altered,” he said. “We 
have to get down to why these recommendations have not been implemented. So this 
motion is not intended to reinvent the wheel but to get the wheels turning and get DCFS 
and other agencies going in the right direction.” 
 
Added Supervisor Antonovich: “The Commission will focus on current issues and 
challenges faced by the Department of Children and Family Services and develop a 
corrective action plan which includes cooperation among law enforcement agencies, the 
schools and county departments,” he added.  “The Commission will also examine the 
policies and procedures related to staff discipline and promotion.” 
 
The new panel will be made up of two members appointed by each supervisor by 
July 1, 2013 and will investigate all previously delayed or failed efforts to implement 
reforms and provide recommendations for a feasible plan of action for the county.  
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